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     Thomas Burkman, Director 
of Asian Studies Program 
    
 For the past decade, Asian 
American (AA) studies has 
wandered around the fringes 
of curriculum and program-
matic structure at the Univer-
sity at Buffalo, probing for a 
point of entry to mainstream 
acceptance and support.   
     It is noteworthy that Asian 
Americans, with nearly ten 
percent of the undergraduate 
population, constitute UB’s 
largest ethnic minority.  But 
census data in itself does not 
constitute cause to establish 
AA studies.  What is more 
important is the intellectual 
strength and conceptual vital-
ity evidenced in the inquiry 
into the Asian diaspora across 
the world.  The field is firmly 
established, with a set of jour-
nals and scholarly associations 
and Ph. D. programs in lead-
ing universities.  Increasingly, 

thinking America will look to 
this field for social and cul-
tural critique.  It is fitting that 
Chinese-American author 
Amy Tan will come to the UB 
podium in the Distinguished 
Speaker series on March 26. 
       The Asian Studies pro-
gram has been charged with 
stewardship of Asian Ameri-
can studies in 1999.  Attuned 
to current thinking that Asia is 
not delimited by geography, 
the Asian Studies program 
welcomes this opportunity to 
live out the phenomena of 
Asia as a global entity.  In 
addition to staffing those AA 
courses funded by the College 
of Arts and Sciences, it has 
frequently reminded CAS of a 
decanal promise in 1999 to 
hire a tenure-track faculty 
specialist in Asian American 
studies.  Without such an ap-
pointment, Asian American 
studies will never emerge out 
of its present limbo. 

      The most significant recent 
development is the emergence 
of a nexus of graduate students 
who are vitally concerned for 
Asian American studies and 
whose dissertations reflect that 
interest.  Congealed as the 
Asian/American S tudies 
Graduate Students Group, they 
have brought student scholars 
and faculty together for regular, 
interdisciplinary presentations 
and discussions.  Also signifi-
cant is the conceptual thinking 
they have been doing about AA 
studies in its UB setting.  They 
have articulated the special role 
that Asian international stu-
dents can play in AA studies, 
and at a national meeting at 
Columbia University last No-
vember this concept caught 
national attention.  UB has rec-
ognized the potential of this 
group by awarding it grants 
from the Interdisciplinary Re-
search and Creative Activities   
    SEE WAKE UP CALL p. 3 
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Sooyoung Kang,  Ph.D. Candidate, Department of English, 
President of A/ASGSG  
 
As a student-motivated organization, Asian American Stud-
ies Graduate Student Group (A/ASGSG) since 2000 has been 
creating an alternative discursive space in the absence of 
higher level Asian American studies at UB. Through hosting 
monthly colloquiums and special lecture events every se-
mester for almost three years, the group has promoted aca-
demic interest in Asian American studies. A/ASGSG  started 
in Spring 2000 as a casual discussion group of six women 
Asian students from English and Comparative Literature.  
Since then, it has tripled in size, ethnically diversified and 
more interdisciplinary, representing eight  departments.  The 
members of the group have worked to expand 
                                                             SEE A/ASGSG  p. 4           

Jonathan Stalling, Ph. D. Candidate,  
Department of English 
 
Like many American universities, SUNY Buffalo has seen a 
continual growth of its Asian American (AA) population 
over the last decade, and like many universities it has also 
seen a shift toward a more inclusive curriculum during the 
1990’s.  However, many have correctly charged that these 
curricular advances mask the institution’s unwillingness to 
create strong ethnic studies departments and programs. 
This winter marks the tenth year of UB’s struggle for Asian 
American courses and an AA studies program.  The last 
decade was defined by the hard work and sacrifices of ad-
junct professors, graduate students, as well as a remarkably 
active undergraduate population. The frustrating slow 
                                              SEE HISTORY p. 2          
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 ‘03 semester took place January 31.  The 
presenter was John Haberstroh, who just 
finished his law degree at UB.  He spoke on 
“Japanese Wartime Forced Labor: Litiga-
tion by Korean and Chinese Victims.”  He 
addressed the continuing controversy and 
legal action regarding compensation and 
apology.  Mr. Haberstroh has lived in Japan 
for more than a decade, and returns to a job 
there next month. 
    A complete schedule can be found on 
page 6. 
 
 
 

          Asia at Noon is a series of brown-
bag lunch gatherings at the University 
at Buffalo, sponsored by the Asian 
Studies program. They are usually 
scheduled for a Friday at 12 noon, and 
dismiss promptly at 1:00.  The pre-
senter usually takes about 20 minutes, 
and the rest of the time is devoted to 
question and answer and discussion.  
The audience is comprised of under-
graduates, graduate students, inter-
ested faculty, and folk from the Buffalo 
community. 
     The first Asia at Noon of the Spring 
 

Asia At  Noon in Spring 2003  

HISTORY  (cont. from p. 1) 
progress and often disheartening reali-
ties of emerging AA programs shared 
by most universities around the coun-
try are not a result of local particulars 
alone but are clearly stifled by systemic 
patterns of resistance to non-euro-
centered educational paradigms in 
general.    However, one of the largest 
obstacles for campus change simply 
resides in the lack of institutional mem-
ory.  It is for this reason that the follow-
ing narrative has been constructed; 
though it is important to note that due 
to the lack of documentation, the fol-
lowing particulars have, by in large, 
been gathered through conversations 
with those who have been involved 
with UB’s Asian American studies 
from its inception.   

Ten years ago UB held its first offi-
cial Asian American course after a 
number of undergraduates approached 
the late American Studies Professor 
Larry Chisolm in hopes of beginning 
an independent study class focused 
upon the Asian American experience.  
Eddie Wong, one of the undergradu-
ates, was elected to facilitate the first 
such student-developed and student-
run course and Professor Chisolm at-
tended the last class session to evaluate 
the student projects.  This peer-
centered course increased in popularity 
over the years until it ended in 1997 
when various administrative bodies 

began to question both the class’s form and 
content.    

In the Fall of 1993 the second Asian 
American class to be offered came in the 
form of an introductory American Studies 
course taught by Shirley Tang, an entering 
American Studies graduate student.  Tang 
began teaching an Asian American focused 
section of a 100-level American Studies 
course titled “American Life and Environ-
ment” but subtitled “Asians in the United 
States.”  Over the next five years Tang 
taught a total of eight Asian American fo-
cused classes and helped to foster the early 
stages of an APA academic community at 
UB.   

It is important to note that none of 
these courses were listed under these titles, 
but carried their more generic American 
Studies titles.  (This point would resurface 
as a major concern for undergraduates by 
1998.)  Throughout the 1990’s two to three 
courses were attended by an average total 
of 48 students each semester.  During the 
mid-nineties when the peer-centered 
courses were in full swing, Shirley Tang 
reported that her classes (held both during 
the day and night) were literally overfilling 
with students interested in Asian American 
issues.  It was also during the late mid-
nineties that American Studies hired Dr. 
Zhou Xiaojing as an adjunct professor spe-
cializing in Asian American studies.  Dr. 
Zhou helped to build upon these founda-
tions by further developing what would 
come to be the core AA courses: AMS 115 

“Asian American History, Culture, and 
Literature,” AMS 117 “Asian American 
Literature,” AMS 220 “Asian American 
Experience,” AMS 349/AS 448 “Asian 
Americans and Visual Media, ” AMS 270 
“Asian American Women Writers.”   

At this time Asian American studies 
at UB included both Shirley Tang and Dr. 
Zhou as well as Margo Machida in the 
Art Department, all teaching Asian 
American studies at UB leading to an 
unprecedented student enrollment of 
over 75 in there combined courses during 
1996.   

Yet this was also a time of great 
structural changes at UB as the Depart-
ment of American Studies was being 
forcibly dismantled, and the future of 
Asian American studies (not to mention 
other ethnic studies programs) was in 
question.  It was at this time that a num-
ber of student-activists from other SUNY 
schools and UB began to politically ener-
gize the campus.  In 1997 this group of 
both graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents initiated campus wide activism in 
the form of a letter writing campaign, a 
sit in, and a wide reaching poster cam-
paign expressing the need for an Asian 
American and Latino American studies 
program and the need for a closer rela-
tionship between UB and the greater Buf-
falo community.   The following year a 
smaller group of undergraduates fol-
lowed these demonstrations with a list of 
four demands presented in person to the 
Dean of Arts and Letters in a meeting 
facilitated by both Professor Thomas 
Burkman of the Asian Studies Program 
and Manny Wong, an academic coun-
selor.  In their presentation the students 
cited the social and intellectual impor-
tance of Asian American courses, and the 
evidence of student interest through the 
courses’ enrollment statistics. They ended 
by demanding the following:  
   ●A complete course description of the 
Asian American courses in the Under-
graduate Catalog. 
   ●The establishment of an Asian-
American Studies Program to fall under 
the Asian Studies Program. 
                 SEE HISTORY p. 5 
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Jeongsub Nam, Ph. D. student, Department of English  
Asian Americans (AAs) are the second biggest ethnic group among both undergraduate stu-
dents and total students at UB. The number of AA undergraduate students is 1,547, which is 
9.57% of the total undergraduate student population of 16,171 as of October 8, 2002. (The 
White, non-Hispanic population is 70.11% and Black, non-Hispanic is 8.21%.) 
     In a UB survey I conducted among a sample of 60 Asian American students, all  think that 
AA ethnicity played a significant role in building their identity as Americans. 97% of them 
have personally experienced racial discrimination—an important cause of their minority 
identity. 
     73% of the AA students answered that AAs played a positive role in making America 
what it is. Only 50% of the  students could point to a historical fact to support their positive 
answers. Those who did cited one of two examples: the construction of the trans-continental 
railroads, and contribution to cultural diversity of American society by offering Asian food 
or making Asian enclaves. Most of the students have read a work of Asian American litera-
ture, read a book on Asian American history, or seen a movie on Asian American issues. 
However, they have not received systematic education regarding AA history. 65% of them 
answered that most history teachers do not devote sufficient attention to the contributions of 
AAs. 70% of them have not taken any class related to AA issues at UB. 

 Asian American Students at University at Buffalo - A Survey Report 

Jamaican American female student, and 
one African American female student.  In 
this diversified class, my students and I 
created a learning community where we 
could think about the issues of 
“difference.”  Our discussions always spi-
raled around one question: “How can we 
claim a difference, which is distinct from 
the difference conventionally applied to us 
by the social mainstream?” 
     Studying and teaching Asian American 
literature, which does not fit in the conven-
tional genre of U.S. national literature and 
English cannon, is to interrogate the aca-
demic system or the system of knowledge 
by critical thinking. 

WAKE UP CALL (Cont. from p. 1) 
 
Fund and the Interdisciplinary Reading Group Fund.  It is fully appropriate that at a leading 
research university like UB, activism for this new program is intellectual activism with an out-
spoken graduate student component. 
      This issue of Asian Studies Notes is dedicated to Asian American studies.  It contains synop-
ses of papers presented by UB graduate students at Columbia in November at the meeting of 
Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education.  As you read, you will be reminded of the contri-
butions of some of the “saints” of AA history at UB: Larry Chisolm, Charles Bland, Manny 
Wong, Shirley Tang, Eddie Wong, and Zhou Xiaojing.  May their voices serve to stir the Univer-
sity at Buffalo to the opportunity to move deliberately to establish Asian American studies as a 
field of teaching and research.   
 

Creating a Study Community Around Asian American Literature 
Yasuko Kase, Ph. D. student 

Department of English  
The teaching of Asian American issues is a 
challenge to the academy from within.  Espe-
cially at UB, where Asian American issues are 
still invisible, creating an active classroom for 
Asian American issues is crucial for promot-
ing campus awareness of the issues. As an 
instructor, my mission in teaching a class 
called “Asian American Women Writers” in 
fall 2002 was to trace the genealogy of a set of 
Asian Americans who had generated discus-
sions on Asian American issues and the issues 
of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and class.  
     My class was composed of three white fe-
male students, one Asian American male stu-
dent, one Asian American female student, one 
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 ▲ John Thomas, professor in 
the School of Management 
and member of the Asian 
Studies Advisory Council, 
was named Dean of the School 
in December 2002. In the past, 
he served as its Associate 
Dean for International Pro-
grams. He has developed UB's 
Executive MBA program in 
Beijing in conjunction with 
Renmin University. The pro-
gram recently was designated 
as the best program of its type 
in China by the Chinese Min-
istry of Education.  
 
▲ Dr. Mark Ashwill, director 
of World Languages Institute, 
was awarded a Fulbright Sen-
ior Specialists grant from CIES 
in December 2002.  He spent 3 
weeks teaching and doing 
some consulting at the Insti-
tute of Linguistics in Hanoi, 
Vietnam. Dr. Ashwill is the 
first UBer to win a Fulbright 
to Viet Nam. 
 

KUDOS 
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NOTE 
1In the result, the members could get credits in 
Fall 2000 by taking Directed Reading with Dr. 
Zhou Xiaojing, then a Visiting Assistant profes-
sor, and a graduate seminar on Asian American 
Literature in the department of English in Fall 
2001. While teaching almost all undergraduate 
courses on Asian American Studies, technically 
Dr. Zhou couldn’t teach or guide graduate 
students then because of her position. Dr. Zhou 
was the only instructor whose specialty was 
Asian American literature and related issues. 
By writing request letters to chairs of various 
departments and program directors, asking 
official permission to take credits and research 
guidance from working with her, the members 
of the group opened new possibilities in the UB 
academia. Dr. Zhou is now a tenure-track, asso-
ciate professor at the University of the Pacific in 
California.   
2For example, Stephen H. Sumida, “The More 
Things Change: Paradigm Shifts in Asian 
American Studies,” in American Studies Interna-
tional, June 2000, v 38-2.  
3There are currently 15 members in the group 
out of which 10 members are Asian interna-
tional students from South Korea, Japan, and 
Taiwan, 5 members are American students(3 
Asian American Students and 2 others).  
4Related to my argument on the emerging in-
ternational students’ perspective in Asian 
American Studies, see Lisa Lowe, 
“Epistemological Shifts: National Ontology and 
the New Asian Immigrants,” in Orientations: 
Mapping Studies in the Asian Diaspora, eds. by 
Kandice Chuh and Kared Shimakawa. Durham 
and London: Duke University Press, 2001.  

 
 FACTOID 

According to The Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion, Nov. 22, 2002, in the year 2001-02, the 
top five countries  for sending students to 
the US are all from Asia.    
     India: 66,836 (up by 22.3% over 2000-01) 
     China: 63,211 (up by 5.5%) 
     South Korea: 49,046 (up by 7.4%) 
     Japan: 46,810 (up by 0.7%) 
     Taiwan: 28,930 (up by 1.3%) 
  
At the University at Buffalo, the case is al-
most the same, except that Japan ranks six 
after Canada.  
     India: 749 
     China: 640 
     South Korea: 355  
     Taiwan: 223 
     Japan: 174 
 
Source: College of Arts and Science, University 
at Buffalo , Dec. 2002. 

the courses and curriculum of Asian 
American studies by requesting graduate 
seminars and faculty guidance1 and teach-
ing undergraduate classes. With the re-
ceiving of an IRCAF (Interdisciplinary 
Research and Creative Activities Fund) 
grant in November 2002, the group is now 
stepping up into another stage, equipped 
to invite major Asian American artists, 
critics and historians to campus, and to 
support members’ research.  
     With this brief history of A/ASGSG 
said, I would like to reflect on the in-
between space of ‘Asian/American’ built 
into the title of the group since its begin-
ning. This space in between indicates the 
temporal spatiality between Asia and  
America, which is simultaneously histori-
cal, social, political, geographical, discipli-
nary, psychical and even imaginary. Al-
though some critics are still suspicious of 
the diasporic vision that this space 
evokes2, I would argue that diasporic 
interspaces between Asia and America 
will open up new loci of critical interven-
tion into nationalism, ‘assimilationist’ 
projects, and cultural identities, situating 
these issues within a global context.  
     My experiences of organizing and par-
ticipating in A/ASGSG make me more 
confident about significance of interspac-
ing practices of Asia/America to Asian 
American studies and other related disci-
plines. Not only were the original mem-
bers Asian international students, but it 
has continued to attract numerous Asian 
international students, as well as Asian 
American and other ethnic students3. 
Though this phenomenon should not cir-
cumscribe the group’s format, activities, 
and visions in any way, and its implica-
tion needs more investigation, it repre-
sents the current condition of Asian 
American studies at UB. Without  sub-
stantial support, such as faculty guidance 
and seminars for the graduate students, 
students at UB have seldom been moti-
vated to pursue a higher level of research 
in Asian American studies. Individual 
Asian American texts are often read and 
mentioned in the classes, but the issue of 
Asian Americans as a group is seldom 
touched. While the lack of Asian Ameri-
can consciousness in academia is persis-
tent, the huge body of Asian international 
students present at UB generates and con-
ditions a possibility of Asian American 

studies at the graduate level, which 
A/ASGSG has evidenced.  
     While the field’s major purpose is still to 
represent Asian American consciousness in 
the US, Asian American studies also en-
gages with various social and political is-
sues in the US such as immigration, ethnic-
ity, race, gender and sexuality, questioning 
the historical and social construction of 
“Americanness.” Seen through the 
Asian/American perspective, Asian Ameri-
can studies intersects theory and praxis, 
responding to its constitutive in-between 
boundary. Moreover, Asian Studies has 
opened itself to its ‘outside,’ continually 
blurring and remaking borders.   
     Asian international students’ academic 
intervention at UB radically questions and 
reconfigues the present parameters of  US 
academia through their emergence and 
self-identification as “Asian American-
ists.”4 They also engage with institutional-
ized Asian American studies, since they 
keep reminding us that Asian American 
studies and its political communities are 
formed as flexible, cross-over, and interre-
lated. Asian international students’ 
‘coming-out’ as Asian Americanists at UB 
is part of the unending history of the mak-
ing of Asian America. Their persistent 
claim to be “Asian Americanists,” their 
representing the voices of Asian Ameri-
cans, their participating in uncovering 
Asian American experiences and building 
communities, interate original questions 
and contentions of Asian America con-
fronting mainstream America.  
     Asian American studies can become an 
academic shelter for Asian international 
students who are beginning to recognize 
their ambivalent position as perpetual out-
siders, and make an attempt to develop 
Asian/American transpacific imagination 
through their own academic investment. 
As for Asian international students’ in-
creasing academic interest in this field, they 
should do their best not to objectify Asian 
American studies as another ‘selling’ re-
search object, in that it is only to reify the 
field itself and recapitulate the self/other 
binarism. Rather, they need to explore the 
systemic construction of differences in 
Asia/America and try to substantialize and 
in-corporate their own experiences as ‘non-
resident aliens’ in the US in the process of 
academic research.   

A/ASGSG (cont. from p. 1) 
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Study Abroad offers two Japanese 
language summer programs 

 
UB students may increase their flu-
ency in Japanese language through 
participation in immersion programs 
held by International Christian Uni-
versity and Konan University this 
summer.  The setting, program de-
sign, and requisites for each program 
are different, so there is sure to be a 
program that meets your needs and 
interests! 
 
International Christian University 
Summer Courses in Japanese 
Open to students at any level of abil-
ity (even those who have never stud-
ied Japanese), the 6-week, 6-credit 
hour program at ICU provides inten-
sive language study along with an 
extensive cultural program.  Located 
in a suburb of Tokyo, ICU offers par-
ticipants the choice of on-campus dor-
mitory accommodations or a home-
stay with a Japanese family.  Applica-
tion deadline:  March 15 
 
Konan University 
Intensive Summer Japanese Course 
for Communicative Competence 
Designed specifically for students 
who have completed Japanese 101 
and 102, this 8-credit hour program 
focuses specifically on speaking and 
listening to increase participants’ 
communicative competence and cul-
tural awareness.  Participants live 
with Japanese host families through-
out their stay in Kobe.  Application 
deadline:  March 1 
 

More information and appli-
cations are available at Study Abroad 
Programs, 210 Talbert Hall, North 
Campus. Web: http://wings.buffalo. 
edu/studyabroad, email: study-
abroad@buffalo.edu 

  ●The hiring of a tenure-track professor 
to teach AA course(s), as well as to head 
and implement an Asian American Stud-
ies Program.  
   ●And ensurance that the American 
Pluralism classes include Asian Ameri-
can topics, which will serve as an intro-
duction to the Asian American courses. 

 The results of this meeting were 
substantial but fell short in several criti-
cal ways: first the Asian American 
courses were officially moved from the 
endangered Department of American 
Studies to a new home under the admin-
istrative umbrella of the Asian Studies 
Program.  Secondly, the dean committed 
to offer each semester three courses 
drawn for the courses listed above.   Yet 
UB is still waiting for a tenure-track fac-
ulty hire, which has not only failed to 
materialize, but seems to have fallen 
from view.   

After this meeting Dr. Zhou regu-
larly taught these courses to a large un-
dergraduate constituency for the next 
three years.  In the fall of 2001 graduate 
students with an interest in Asian Ameri-
can Studies formed the A/ASGSG 
(Asian/American Studies Graduate Stu-
dent Group), which lobbied for a gradu-
ate seminar on Asian American literature 
that came to fruition in the Fall semester 
of 2001.  In the Spring of 2002 Dr. Zhou 
was asked to teach an Asian American 
centered American Pluralism course.  
While having an Asian American course 
fulfill one of the University’s General 
Education requirements was an impor-
tant victory for the discipline, unfortu-
nately the Dean withdrew one of Dr. 
Zhou’s standard courses to make up the 
difference, again minimizing any for-
ward momentum.   

Unfortunately for UB, Dr. Zhou 
Xiaojing left the university last summer 
for a tenure-track position at the Univer-
sity of the Pacific in California.  Her de-
parture marks yet another period of tran-
sition since her presence had become the 
backbone of both undergraduate and 
graduate scholarship in the field.  Her 
departure may also reveal the Univer-
sity’s resistance to the substantial estab-
lishment of Asian American Studies at 
UB.  The English graduate students who 

make up a majority of the A/ASGSG at-
tempted for the second time to initiate a 
hiring committee for an Asian Americanist 
and once again failed, leaving a faculty 
vacuum in the discipline of English.  The 
head of the Asian Studies Program, Pro-
fessor Burkman, began a small-scale 
search for adjuncts to teach the Asian 
American courses eventually deciding on 
three members of the A/ASGSG.   

While UB’s present situation can be 
seen as an improvement over 1993, the 
condition of UB’s Asian American Studies 
is anything but secure.  The sacrifices, 
hard work, and student activism have 
won a set number of simi-perminant un-
dergraduate Asian American courses (this 
spring UB has only two Asian American 

centered courses , American Pluralism and 
The Asian American Experience), an 
Asian American course that fulfills a Gen-
eral Education requirement, an active 
graduate group, and a new degree pro-
gram in Asian Studies that will require 
courses from the Asian American curricu-
lum. We also celebarate the recent hiring 
of the poet MyungMi Kim in UB’s already 
formidable Poetics Program, which pre-
sents both undergraduate and graduate 
students with an interest in experimental 
poetics and Asian American poetics an 
unparalleled richness.  However, UB has 
yet to fulfill its promise to hire a tenure-
track faculty member in Asian American 
studies and therefore we are forced to wait 
for the establishment of an Asian Ameri-
can program indefinitely.  And herein lies 
the clear and present danger.  Evelyn Hu-
DeHeart and Michell Chang among many 
others have argued that without fulltime 
faculty and a solid administrative frame-
work, ethnic studies programs will remain 
vulnerable, weakened, innocuous, and 
unable to fulfill their charter functions.  
How long will SUNY’s largest university 
fail to support these intellectual and edu-
cational functions? 

HISTORY (Cont. from p. 2) Summer Programs 
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NYCAS 2003  
The New York Conference on Asian Studies 

October 17-18, 2003 
University at Buffalo 

Call for Papers 
http://wings.buffalo.edu/asian/NYCAS03 

 

ter, CFA. 
 
▪  Mar. 27-30,  Annual Meeting. Association for Asian 
studies, New York City. www.aasianst.org. 

April  
▪ Apr. 4, Fri.  12:00. Asia at Noon. Jennifer Randall, Ph.D. 
student in Anthropology. "How Does Globalization Af-
fect Our Health? A Case Study in China." Park 280. 
 
▪ Apr. 18, Fri.  12:00. Asia at Noon.  Seon-Wook Kim, Pro-
fessor of Philosophy, Soongsil University, Seoul, Republic 
of Korea. "Korean Democracy after the Presidential Elec-
tion: A Philosopher's Viewpoint." Park 280. 
 

May 
▪ May 1, NYCAS 2003 Proposal Submission Deadline.  
▪ May 7-13,  Annual Meeting. Association for Asian 
American Studies, San Francisco, www.aaastudies.org. 
 

Asian Studies Calendar 
 
 
 

 
January  

▪ Jan. 31, Fri.  12:00. Asia at Noon.  John Haberstroh, Law 
student, UB. "Japanese Wartime Forced Labor: Litigation 
by Korean and Chinese Victims." Park 280. 

 
February  

▪ Feb. 14, Fri.  12:00. Asia at Noon.  Roger DesForges, Pro-
fessor of History. "The Changing Functions of Walls in 
China Today." Park 280. 
 
▪ Feb. 28, Fri.  12:00. Asia at Noon.  Shubha Ghosh, Asso-
ciate Professor of Law, and student members of the 
Asian American Law Students Association. "Beyond 
Black, White, and Brown v. Board of Education: A 
Primer on Asian American Jurisprudence from One Ini-
tiate." Park 280. 

March  
▪ Mar. 21, Fri.  12:00. Asia at Noon.  Lawrence Fouraker, 
Associate Professor of History, St. John Fisher College. 
"A Yakuza Recession?  Japan's Mafia and the Current 
Slump." Park 280. 
 
▪  Mar. 26,  Wed. 8 p.m.  UB Distinguished Speaker se-
ries. Amy Tan, Asian American author. Mainstage Thea-
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