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Tsutsui Visits Asian Studies Program

-

The Asian Studies Program invited Dr.
William Tsutsui of the University of
Kansas to visit UB on March 24 and 25, |©
2008. On the 24th, he gave a talk |-
ent i tWarend tHe Environment: The
Case of Japan dur Hen
discussed his experiences developing
the excellent Asian Studies programs at
Kansas, where his is chair of the History
Department and Executive Director of
the Confucius Institute.

The University of Kansas has Title VI for
its National Resource Center for East
Asia. Dr. Tsutsui established an
impressive state-wide effort to promote
Asian Studies in K-12 schools and serves on the Kansas Committee for International
Education in the Schools. He is also an award-winning historian of Japan.

Undergraduate Research Honored

On April 15 from 3:30 - 5:30 pm, the Asian Studies Program will host Senior Research Presentations
during which several of our graduating seniors will present their research. Ashica Ambu, Gisun Kim,
Pak Kin Leung, Kathleen McClure, Robert Vanwey and Yiu Hong Yu will be presenting. Presentations
will range from research papers to projects. One research paper will be presented by Ashica Ambu.
Her research focuses on English language policy in South Korea. She will discuss how English is
received in South Korea by the citizens. Ashica is a double major in Asian Studies and Communication
and a double minor in Korean and Anthropology.

Kathleen McClure, on the other hand, will be one of those presenting projects. Her research project is
the translation of the manga, AfGokusen. 0
Japanese, to the romanji pronunciation, followed by a word-by-word literal translation, and then the
final English language translation. This process allows Japanese speakers and non-speakers alike to see
and understand the translation process. Kathleen says that her project is particularly interesting to her
because of the richness and wide use of Japanese onomatopoeia and the yakuza subculture-specific
language used. Kathleen is an Asian Studies major and a Japanese minor.

Congratulations Graduates!

The following students will be graduating in June 2008:

Ashica Ambu, Jessica Inzina, Pak Kin Leung,
Kathleen McClure, Robert Vanwey, Yiu Hong Yu

She
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Graduate Assistantship in Careers in
Asian Studies Asian Studies
The Asian Studies Program is soliciting applications for a Asian Studies Program draws on the expertise of two
Grafiuate 'Assista.mt position for the academic year 2008-09. dozen teachers at UB including historians, economists,
Dut}e's will ‘t?egln Aggust 25 an.d. conclude May 27. The anthropologists, linguists, and specialists in several
position provides a stipend and tuition scholarship. other fields. You can study abroad at fine Asian

universities for a summer, a semester or a year. Our
graduates use these experiences and their knowledge
of Asia in international business, government service,
NGO’ s, and the arts. He 1
that our graduates are using their knowledge about

Applicants should have an interest in Asia and/or Asian
America, though they need not be students in Asia-related
fields. They should be able to demonstrate excellence in
English composition, computer skills, website management,
and interpersonal communication. Assigned duties include )
editing a monthly newsletter, assistance in the preparation of | [Asia:
grant applications, logistical support for conferences and _ . . .
lecture programs, representing the program at campus| |oUNi00 Ryou graduated in June 2005 with a BA in
recruiting events (occasional Saturdays), and advising under- Asian Studies and a minor in Japanese Studies. He is
graduate students. The appointee will maintain a regular 20-| |the Project Manager at an advertising agency in NYC.

hour-per-week schedule in the Asian Studies office.
Kenneth Giese graduated in June 2006 with a double

Preference will be given to students in the College of Arts major in Media & Asian Studies; minor in Japanes

and Sciences. Studies. He is now ginishing Masters in Education

degree in TESOL here at UB, and working as a research
Graduate student applicants should submit a letter of interest, assistant part time in Learning & Instruction
a resume, and the names of two persons (with contact department.

information) at the University who will serve as references.
Applications may be submitted in hard copy or on-line. Justin Hanner graduated in September 2007 with a BA
Review of applications and interviews will begin April 7 and in Asian Studies. He is now a salesman for an alarm
proceed until the position is filled. Please send your and security parts company in Las Vegas, Nevada and

applications to the attention of Elizabeth Felmet at: looking forward to hearing from the JET program
efelmet@buffalo.edu or to the Asian Studies office. '

How Asian Studies at UB and Study Abroad in Japan led to
a Career in Singapore

By Brian Torrey
A majority of my credits were taken at another school, and I only took a few courses at UB, and then participated in the study abroad
program spending a year at Konan University in Kobe, Japan. I can say that in a very short time the exposure and experience opened
a lot of doors for me and have been a catalyst for my current career path. My year in Japan was equally rewarding personally, as |
experienced a lifetime of extraordinary moments in just one year.

My wife is Singaporean, and my experience in Japan helped me speedily acclimate to my new life in South East Asia. I moved her
just two years ago, and was married about 15 months ago by traditional Cantonese and modern Singaporean customs.

I work for the Singapore International Airlines group for their wholly owned regional airline SilkAir. Despite being the only Cauca-
sian and westerner in SilkAir, and one of very few in the SIA group, I have adjusted to the local and diverse work environment well
beyond their expectations (and allayed some of their original fears).

My role as a Market Planning Analyst requires a wide knowledge base of Asian customs (traditional and business), history, politics,
and geography. Moreover I work closely with government officials, locally employed staff, and businessmen all over South East
Asia, China and India to negotiate through the constraints of outdated and protective Air Service Agreements, research and develop
new routes, and in a small way, represent Singapore.

For a very short time on the job, I have been to Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Macao and Hong Kong, and for leisure my
wife and I enjoy returning to Japan at least once a year.

|l 6m a per manent resident here and Singapore i s my hmame]|.

ager, but will most likely remain in Asia. Who knows, I never planned on moving to Singapore.
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Asia at Noon

*April 4, Friday, 12:00 pm. Asia at Noon Geoffrey Shugen victim, and between her and other co-defendants. Zhao
Arnold, Sensei, Vice Abbot of Zen Mountain Monastery. Ma attempts to examine these connections in the larger
“Buddhi st Compassi on Pank28. T rcantext bfeled trdbsfarrhation "of neighborhood structure

in early twentieth-century Beijing, which illustrates the

»April 11, Friday, 12:00 pm. Asia at Noon Zhao Ma, Asst. ways Liang Zhao Shi redefined the boundary of her living

and has given many concerts in that area. At the end of 2006 he performed at the Taiko Festival at the Saitama Super
Arena in Japan.

Ryo Shiobara —was the grand prix winner at the 6th Tokyo International Taiko Contest on August 25-26, 2007. Ryo Shio-
bara made his pro-taikodrummer debut in 1999 after spending 13 years in a regional performing arts group. He has won
many awards in national and international taiko drumming competitions and has traveled the world, performing in
countries such as the United States, Hungary and Taiwan.

Professor of Chinese & East Asian History at SUNY Fre- . . .
i . X space aé'ld resPonded creatively to both the socioeconomic
doni a. Transgressing the Boﬁun afr 1 es ;. gy Qi in Bh a.lFe-
) ) . . change and urban-administrative campaigns in the perfod
male Abductor in Early Twentieth-Ce nt ury Bei I odudiy Par k
280. '

On March 30, 1945, Liang Zhao Shi, a 66-year-old =April 25, Friday, 12:00 pm. Asia at Noon Heather Fried,
woman, stood trial in Beijing District Court for abducting Gr aduat e Student in Anthrofpolo
a shop assistant’s wife and Tluegkalandntlg Tibeeanizing Effectsaf Toueism ith Tos-h a n d
for lucrative purpose. Legal proceedings of this trial re- gr en County, China.” Park #80.
veal twisted connections between Liang Zhao Shi and her

Explosive Beats: Japanese Taiko Drumming
Come and experience the thunderous beats and dynamic movement brought to you by master musicians Takumi Kato
and Ryo Shiobara.
This event is hosted by the Asian Studies program and sponsored by Student Life and International Education.
About the Musicians:
Takumi Kato — Takumi Kato began as a professional drummer in the United States in 2001 and from 2004 to 2006 re-
ceived further professional training from Kodo, one of] Japg

For more information please contact the Asian Studies Program at 716-645-3474 or email efelmet@buffalo.edu.

Teachers of Asian Languages Needed

The Asian Studies Program is creating a file of potential teachers of Asian languages (particularly Arabic, Chinese, and
Japanese) for elementary, middle, and high schools. The file will be made available to local schools planning to expand
their language programs. We are particularly interested in prospective teachers who have a minimum of a college de-
gree, have native or advanced language ability, have language teaching experience, are NYS certified or willing to work
toward certification, and can legally work in the US.

Send resume and letter describing teaching interests and credentials to the Asian Studies Program, 714 Clemens Hall,

UB, Buffalo NY 14260-4610, or by e-mail to asian-studies@buffalo.edu.

ASIAN STUDIES DIRECTORY ‘
: Kristin Stapleton, Director (kstaple@buffalo.edu)
'Liz Felmet, Office Manager (efelmet@buffalo.edu) Candie Syphrit, Graduate Assistant (csyphrit@buffalo.edu)
| 714 Clemens, University at Buffalo, NY 14260/ Tel: (716) 645-3474 / Fax: (716) 645-3473/ |

http:/ /www.asianstudies.buffalo.edu/
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: : = April 23, We d 16:60s pna y Flumaditied 0
ASIanStUdlescalendar I nstitute Facul ty Fell ow Lec
April cCultivation of Virtue: Greece
= Apri |l 4, Fr iAdimay NoonGeoffrey(Bhugem. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy.

Arnold, Sensei, Vice Abbot of Zen Mountain Monastery. Moderator: Roger Des Forges, Department of History.
“Buddhi st Compassion in a Tr RespbndentdCatyrr Highie, Departanenk of @laBsics. 280

. o Park Hall.
= April 11, F r AsihatyNpon Zhao: Mh,0Assp m.
Professor of Chinese & East Asian History at SUNY = Apri | 25, Fr iAsiazatyNoon Héxthed Briedp m.
Fredonia. “Transgressing theGrBdwmnder iSetsu:deTtte | 8t Amy hoopal o
Female Abductor in Early Twentieth-Ce nt ur y B eThangka gnd” the Tibetanizing Effects of Tourism in
Park 280. Tongren County, China.” Park 2
= April 15, F 136 pndl aAyian StBdie8 Senior

Research Symposium. Clemens 830.

= April 15, TFWe DdDaypm.7: 30VEXp
Japanese Tai ko Drumming.” CH
$15 for general admission and $10 for students and
children. Limited free tickets available to UB students.

= April 16, We d 2:@0sptha Ysian BaZaar0 0
Student Union.

= April 17, Thursday, 7: 00 pm
“The Chi na Il ssue in t he
Congressional Campaigns.” No

Scholar at American Enterprise Institute. Also, local
speaker to be announced. 215 Natural Sciences Building.
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