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Looking at China through Olympic Spectacles

The Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony, perhaps the most elaborate
extravaganza in world history, showed us how important this great
international sports meet is in Chinese eyes. How significant will the
Ol ympics be for Chinads relation
pondering that question as | prepare to take part in a roundtable on
China and the Olympics at the upcoming annual meeting of the New EQ‘,)’;,.B 2002
York Conference of Asian Studies (NYCAS) at Hamilton College on O
September 25 and 26. Several other UB faculty and graduate students Q'g-)

will participate in that conference (see list on p. 3). To help us sort

through the significance of the Olympics here on campus, the first session of our 20082009
Asia at Noon series will feature a conversation on that topic. Buffalo Newssportswriter Jerry
Sullivan, who covered the games in Beijing, has agreed to join us on September 5 at noon in
Park 280. What do you think about how the Games were playedii and are playing-out? We
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hope you will join the discussion! - Dr. Kristin Stapleton, Asian Studies Director
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Asian Studies Advisory Council Member
Rebecca French Named Director of Baldy Center

Asian Studies Advisory Council member Rebecca French has been named
director of the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy at the UB Law School.

An international authority in law and anthropology, Professor French has
conducted groundbreaking research on the Buddhist legal system in Tibet.

_ $he pioneered the field of Law and Buddhism and has organized the first international confer-
ences on the subjedi including a June 2004 conference at UB. In September 2006, she organ-
d4a |l andmark conference on oOLaw, Buddhi s m,

f Sri L 0

rom =rt an tlgnafopportunlty for participating scholars to discuss law and political processes with the
From the Di|r §alaicllafma of Tébet during his stay on the UB campus. Professor French came to UB from the
Picnic Dir eleiUniyersityof Golorado School of Law, where her research resulted in an acclaimed book, The
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Golden Yoke :The Legal Cosmology of Buddhist Fiagtch holds a Master of Laws degree and PhD in
antrgropology from Yale University and a J.D. from the University of Washington Law School.

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Tom Burrows f or receiving the Chancell
May 14, 2008. Mr. Burrows is the Director of the Center for the Arts and a
member of the Asian Studies Advisory Council.
Dr. Yoshiko Nozaki on her promotion to Associate Professor with
tenure. Dr. Nozaki is a professor at the Graduate School of Education,
Department of Leadership and Policy.
Nan Shunxun and Beverly Foit 8Albert on receiving a Gold Award for their
booktitled Chi na 6 s Sranc Maatiths B®oks. Brafessor Nan teaches
at Beijing Institute for Civil Engineering and Architecture. Ms. Foit -Albert is
a local architect and friend of the Asian Studies Program.
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Theater of Yugen Performances at Buffalo New Asian American Scholar
Seminary on October 3 Welcomed to UB

The Asian Studies Program at the University at Buffalo is The Asian Studies Program is pleased to welcome
working in cooperation with Buffalo Seminary to bring Cynthia Wu, newly appointed assistant professor of
Theatre of Yugen to Buffalo. Theatre of Yugen is based in American Studies and a specialist on Asian American
San Francisco. It is an experimental ensemble dedicated Studies, to the University at Buffalo. Previously assis-
to portraying the spirit of yugen commonly expressed in tant professor of English at Agnes Scott College in De-
Noh theater of Japan and in kyogen short comic plays catur, Georgia, Dr. Wuds
conducted in interludes between the acts of a Noh per- ests lie in the areas of Asian American and compara-
formance. tive U.S. ethnic studies, disability studies, U.S. litera-

tures from 1865, American literary regionalisms, and
the intellectual history of critical race theory and queer
theory. She holds a PhD in American Culture from the
University of Michigan.

Theatre of Yugen will bring six actors for a performance
of one kyogerplay, Shuron[A religious Dispute], and one
newly created piece titled Llanto. The performance will
take place at Buffalo Seminary, a leading private school
in the region, on October 3 at 8:00 pm. Buffalo Seminary Dr. Wu is writing a book manuscript entitled

is located at 205 Bidwell Parkway in Buffalo. 0Conjoining the Republic:

Financial support for the performance is made possible
through the generosity of the Prince Family Lecture Se-
ries of Buffalo Seminary and Astellas Pharma Manufac-
turing, Inc. Free and Open to the Public.

sent parts of this work at the Humanities Institute (830
Clemens) on October 15 at 1:00 pm as part of the New
Faculty Seminar Series.

Dr. Wuds graduate cour se,
tigues in Asian Ameri can
on Thursdays from 12:30-3:10 during Fall semester.

American Literature and (

ASIA @ NOON SERIES September 19, 2008

oPoverty, Child Trafficking, and Struct U
wor k with Children and Families in the N

In late March, my family and | travelled to Vietham as part of the 2008 Aid Expedition organized by Catalyst Founda-
tion, a Minnesota-based effort that serves families adopting children from Vietham and mobilizes this community in
support of direct NGO work with desperately poor children there, many of them victims of sexual violence and child
trafficking.

My wife Jo Freudenheim and |, together with our daughter Naomi (10), who was born in Vietham and adopted as an
infant, and her sister Miriam (14), were part of a group of more than 90, including over 20 children, most of them
adopted from Vietnam. We worked for two weeks on ongoing Catalyst projects in four Mekong Delta communities in
both urban and rural settings. We were organized in three teamsfi a teen and child-led school team that distributed aid
and worked with primary school children, a medical team that saw hundreds of children and adults in each commu-
nity, and a home team that worked with Catalyst staff and local program families on house building and

renovation for Catalyst program children and their families.

In this informal slide -illustrated presentation at Asian at Noon, I'll discuss what we did, and what we learned about
how NGOs like Catalyst are working together with local communities and officials in Vietnam to address the structural
barriers making the plight of these children so hard to engage.

Michael Frisch is a retired Professor of American Studies and History/ Senior Research Scholar at the University at Buffa
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The New York Conference on Asian Studies ( NYCAS ) will be held this year September 26-27 at Hamilton College in
Clinton, NY. The theme of the event wild/l be o0Cul tural Co
UB participants in this yeards NYCAS conference include:
Dr. Thomas Bur kman, participating in a roundtable on I mp
Dr. Kristin Stapleton participating in a roundtable n o
Fai zan Hagq, participatlng in a roundtable on oPerspectiive
Jeff Gower, presenting a paper on 0You Can Go Home Agai n:
Josephine Kearney, presenting a paper on 0Chinese Lifg¢ Th
Dani el Grover, pr esent i n-gng ch Physesp Ehe deaaasing Jati@pati®n ohCGhisdses n g
women in physics. o
For program information on the conference please visit: http://www.hamilton.edu/nycas/
Asia at Noon brown bags for Fall 2008
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ASIAN STUDIES DIRECTORY

Kristin Stapleton, Director (kstaple@buffalo.edu) Tom Burkman, Director of Undergraduate Studies ( burkman@buffalo.edu)
Bruce Acker, Assistant Director ( backer@buffalo.edu) Liz Felmet, Office Manager (efelmet@buffalo.edu)

Jeffrey Chow, Graduate Assistant (yewchow@buffalo.edu)
714 Clemens, University at Buffalo, NY 14260/ Tel: (716) 6453474 / Fax: (716) 6453473/
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Seela Aladuwaka to UB

The Asian Studies program welcomes Sri Lankan visiting scholars Ram Alagan and Seela Aladu-
waka to UB this fall. Dr. Ram Alagan joins us as a Visiting Scholar in Asian Studies and Global Gen-
der Studies at UB. Before arriving here, Dr. Alagan worked as a senior lecturer in Geography at the
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. He obtained his PhD in Geography with the specialization of
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Participatory GIS, Environmental Impact Assessment, and
Geo-visualization from West Virginia University in 2007. He received his MA in Geography at Ohio
University, Athens, Ohio in 1996 as a Fulbright scholar. His current academic focus is on human-
environment interaction informed by Geographic Information Science for better environmental -

in the Global Economyoé (WS 560) this fall

Dr. Aladuwaka currently works as a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Geography, Univer-

E sity of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. She obtained her Doctoral Degree in Geography at West Virginia
& University in August, 2003. She was trained as a Development Geographer specializing in gen-
§der and development. Dr. Aladuwaka earned her masters degree in International Development
g from America University, Washington, D.C, in December 1995 as a Fulbright scholar. She is ex-
§tensively involved in research activities in Sri Lanka and is the Assistant Director Researcher at
& the International Center for Ethnic Studies in Kandy, Sri Lanka. She joins us as a Visiting

§ Scholar at the Asian Studies Program and Global Gender Studies at UB. Dr. Aladuwaka will be
Eteaching WS204, o0Women and Contemporary Asilad (WS 20

Stem6( WS 205).

‘;.socialharmony.Dr. Al agan will be teaching a graduas
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A note from the Director:

Welcome to a new semester! As you will see from this issue of Asian Studies Notes, the Program has an intef
line-up of events and talks scheduled for the fall. We are also very pleased to welcome two new staff member
of whom bring a great deal of experience and knowledge with them. Bruce Acker began his work as Assistant
tor in July. He is helping with program developméntvriting grant proposals, working with other units across

campus and the community to organize cooperative projects, and planning for our future growth. He is a spec
in Russia and Central Asia and served as executive director of Buffalo/Niagara World Connect and as director
development for the International Institute. Jeffrey Chow is our new graduate assistant. Jeff received an MA i
nomics from UB and currently is working on a Ph.D. in Geography under the guidance of Professor Jessie Pog
focusing on International Financial Centers. Jeff has served as treasurer of the Graduate Student Associatior]
worked for a multi-national financial company for eight years before arriving at UB in 2004. The Asian Studies
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Program community looks forward to working with Bruce and Jeff!Dr. Kristin Stapleton
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