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The Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony, perhaps the most elaborate 
extravaganza in world history, showed us how important this great 
international sports meet is in Chinese eyes.   How significant will the 
Olympics be for Chinaõs relations with the rest of the world?  I will be 
pondering that question as I prepare to take part in a roundtable on 
China and the Olympics at the upcoming annual meeting of the New 
York Conference of Asian Studies (NYCAS) at Hamilton College on 
September 25 and 26.  Several other UB faculty and graduate students 
will participate in that conference (see list on p. 3).  To help us sort 
through the significance of the Olympics here on campus, the first session of our 2008-2009 
Asia at Noon series will feature a conversation on that topic. Buffalo News sportswriter Jerry 
Sullivan, who covered the games in Beijing, has agreed to join us on September 5 at noon in 
Park 280.  What do you think about how the Games were playedñand are playing-out?  We 
hope you will join the discussion!  - Dr. Kristin Stapleton, Asian Studies Director  

Looking at China through Olympic Spectacles        

Asian Studies Advisory Council Member  
Rebecca French Named Director of Baldy Center  

                                          CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
Tom Burrows  for  receiving  the Chancellorõs Staff Award for Service on   

       May 14,  2008. Mr. Burrows is the Director of  the Center for the Arts and a   
       member of the Asian Studies Advisory Council.  

Dr. Yoshiko Nozaki on her promotion to Associate Professor with   
        tenure. Dr. Nozaki is a professor at the Graduate School of Education,           
       Department of Leadership and Policy.        

Nan Shunxun and Beverly Foit ðAlbert on receiving a Gold Award for their  
                          book titled Chinaõs Sacred Sites from Nautilus Books. Professor Nan teaches  
                          at Beijing Institute for Civil Engineering and Architecture. Ms. Foit -Albert is  
                          a local architect and friend of the Asian Studies Program.   

                                 
                                 Asian Studies Advisory Council member Rebecca French has been named           
                                director of the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy at the UB Law School.  
                                An international authority in law and anthropology, Professor French has  
                                conducted groundbreaking research on the Buddhist legal system in Tibet. 
She pioneered the field of Law and Buddhism and has organized the first international confer-
ences on the subjectñincluding a June 2004 conference at UB. In September 2006, she organ-
ized a landmark conference on òLaw, Buddhism, and Social Change,ó which offered the excep-
tional opportunity for participating scholars to discuss law and political processes with the 
Dalai Lama of Tibet during his stay on the UB campus. Professor French came to UB from the 
University of Colorado School of Law, where her research resulted in an acclaimed book, The 
Golden Yoke :The Legal Cosmology of Buddhist Tibet. French holds a Master of Laws degree and PhD in 
anthropology from Yale University and a J.D. from the University of Washington Law School.   
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The Asian Studies Program at the University at Buffalo is 
working in cooperation with Buffalo Seminary to bring 
Theatre of Yugen to Buffalo. Theatre of Yugen is based in 
San Francisco.  It is an experimental ensemble dedicated 
to portraying the spirit of yugen, commonly expressed in 
Noh theater of Japan and in kyogen, short comic plays 
conducted in interludes between the acts of a Noh per-
formance. 

Theatre of Yugen will bring six actors for a performance 
of one kyogen play, Shuron [A religious Dispute], and one 
newly created piece titled Llanto.  The performance will 
take place at Buffalo Seminary, a leading private school 
in the region, on October 3 at 8:00 pm.  Buffalo Seminary 
is located at 205 Bidwell Parkway in Buffalo.  

Financial support for the performance is made possible 
through the generosity of the Prince Family Lecture Se-
ries of Buffalo Seminary and Astellas Pharma Manufac-
turing, Inc. Free and Open to the Public. 

 
The Asian Studies Program is pleased to welcome 
Cynthia Wu, newly appointed assistant professor of 
American Studies and a specialist on Asian American 
Studies, to the University at Buffalo. Previously assis-
tant professor of English at Agnes Scott College in De-
catur, Georgia, Dr. Wuõs teaching and research inter-
ests lie in the areas of Asian American and compara-
tive U.S. ethnic studies, disability studies, U.S. litera-
tures from 1865, American literary regionalisms, and 
the intellectual history of critical race theory and queer 
theory. She holds a PhD in American Culture from the 
University of Michigan.  

Dr. Wu is writing a book manuscript entitled 
òConjoining the Republic: The Siamese Twins in 
American Literature and Culture,ó and she will pre-
sent parts of this work at the Humanities Institute (830 
Clemens) on October 15 at 1:00 pm as part of the New 
Faculty Seminar Series. 

Dr. Wuõs graduate course, òComparative Ethnic Cri-
tiques in Asian American Studiesó (AMS 500), meets 
on Thursdays from 12:30-3:10 during Fall semester. 

New Asian American Scholar  
Welcomed to UB  

                           

In late March, my family and I travelled to Vietnam as part of the 2008 Aid Expedition organized by Catalyst Founda-

tion, a Minnesota-based effort that serves families adopting children from Vietnam and mobilizes this community in 

support of direct NGO work with desperately poor children there, many of them victims of sexual violence and child 

trafficking.  

My wife Jo Freudenheim and I, together with our daughter Naomi (10), who was born in Vietnam and adopted as an 

infant, and her sister Miriam (14), were part of a group of more than 90, including over 20 children, most of them 

adopted from Vietnam. We worked for two weeks on ongoing Catalyst projects in four Mekong Delta communities in 

both urban and rural settings. We were organized in three teamsñ a teen and child-led school team that distributed aid 

and worked with primary school children, a medical team that saw hundreds of children and adults in each commu-

nity, and a home team that worked with Catalyst staff and local program families on house building and  

renovation for Catalyst program children and their families.  

In this informal slide -illustrated presentation at Asian at Noon, I'll discuss what we did, and what we learned about 

how NGOs like Catalyst are working together with local communities and officials in Vietnam to address the structural 

barriers making the plight of these children so hard to engage. 

Michael Frisch is a retired Professor of American Studies and History/ Senior Research Scholar at the University at Buffalo. 

 
 
 
 

ASIA @ NOON SERIES  September 19, 2008  
òPoverty, Child Trafficking, and Structural Change: A Participantõs Report on NGO 
work with Children and Families in the Mekong Delta, Vietnamó by Michael Frisch  

Theater of Yugen Performances at Buffalo  

Seminary on October  3  
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Asia at Noon brown bags for Fall 2008   

  

Asia at Noon is a series of brown-bag lunch gatherings at the University at Buffalo, sponsored by the Asian Stud-
ies Program.  They are usually scheduled for a Friday at 12 noon, and dismiss promptly at 1:00.  The presenter 
usually takes about 20 minutes, and the rest of the time is devoted to question and answer and discussion.  All are 
welcome to attend.   

Friday, September 5   òEvaluating the Beijing Olympicsó 
UB Faculty and special guest Jerry Sullivan, Buffalo News Senior Sportswriter, 
who covered the Beijing Olympics for the News 

Friday, September 19  òPoverty, Child Trafficking, and Structural Change:  A Participantõs Report on 
NGO Work with Children and Families in the Mekong Delta, Vietnamó 

    Michael Frisch, Professor of American Studies and History, 
    Senior Research Scholar, UB 

Friday, October 17    òPublishing Outstanding Scholarly Worksó 
Toni Tan, Director, Cambria Press, Amherst, NY 

Friday, October 31 òSustainable Development, Water Resources Management and Womenõs Em-
powerment: The Wanaraniya Water Project in Sri Lankaó 
Seela Aladuwaka and Ram Alagan, Professors of Geography, University of 
Peradeniya 
UB visiting scholars in Asian Studies and Global Gender Studies 

Friday, November 14           òTibetan Pop Musicó 
International Education Week   Amalia Rubin, UB Asian Studies senior  

Friday, November 21   òFrom a Hierarchy in Time to a Hierarchy in Space: 
  Early 20th Century Chinese Perception of Global Orderó 
    Tze-ki Hon, Professor of History, SUNY Geneseo 
     

The New York Conference on Asian Studies ( NYCAS ) will be held this year September 26-27 at Hamilton College in 
Clinton, NY.  The theme of the event will be òCultural Connections,  Convergences, and Collisions Past and Presentó   
UB participants in this yearõs NYCAS conference include: 

Dr. Thomas Burkman, participating in a roundtable on óImperial Connection: Asia in the Era of Imperialism.ó 
Dr. Kristin Stapleton, participating in a roundtable on òChina and the World in the Wake of Beijing Olympics.ó 
Faizan Haq, participating in a roundtable on òPerspectives on the Change of Regime in Pakistan.ó 
Jeff Gower, presenting a paper on òYou Can Go Home Again: Viet Kieus Return to Spark Vietnamõs Economy.ó   
Josephine Kearney, presenting a paper on òChinese Life Through the Eyes of Children.ó 
Daniel Grover, presenting a paper on òThe Xiansheng-ing of Physics: The decreasing participation of Chinese  
women in physics.ó 

For program information on the conference please visit:  http://www.hamilton.edu/nycas/  
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A note from the Director: 

Welcome to a new semester!  As you will see from this issue of Asian Studies Notes, the Program has an interesting 

line-up of events and talks scheduled for the fall.  We are also very pleased to welcome two new staff members, both 

of whom bring a great deal of experience and knowledge with them.  Bruce Acker began his work as Assistant Direc-

tor in July.  He is helping with program developmentñwriting grant proposals, working with other units across 

campus and the community to organize cooperative projects, and planning for our future growth.  He is a specialist 

in Russia and Central Asia and served as executive director of Buffalo/Niagara World Connect and as director of 

development for the International Institute.  Jeffrey Chow is our new graduate assistant.  Jeff received an MA in Eco-

nomics from UB and currently is working on a Ph.D. in Geography under the guidance of Professor Jessie Poon, 

focusing  on International Financial Centers.  Jeff has served as treasurer of the Graduate Student Association and 

worked for a multi-national financial company for eight years before arriving at UB in 2004.  The Asian Studies 

Program community looks forward to working with Bruce and Jeff! - Dr. Kristin Stapleton 

Asian Studies Program Welcomes Visiting Professors Dr. Ram Alagan and Dr. 
Seela Aladuwaka to UB  

The Asian Studies program welcomes Sri Lankan visiting scholars Ram Alagan and Seela Aladu-
waka to UB this fall. Dr.  Ram Alagan  joins us as a Visiting Scholar in Asian Studies and Global Gen-
der Studies at UB.  Before arriving here, Dr. Alagan worked  as a senior lecturer in Geography at the 
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. He obtained his  PhD in Geography with the specialization of 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Participatory GIS, Environmental Impact Assessment, and 
Geo-visualization  from West Virginia University in 2007. He received his  MA in Geography at Ohio 
University, Athens, Ohio in 1996 as a Fulbright scholar. His current academic focus is on human-
environment interaction informed by Geographic Information Science  for better environmental -
social harmony. Dr. Alagan will be  teaching a graduate course on òGender, Labor, and Environment 
in the Global Economyó (WS 560) this fall.  

Dr. Aladuwaka currently works as a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Geography, Univer-
sity of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.  She obtained her Doctoral Degree in Geography at West Virginia 
University in August, 2003.  She was  trained as a Development Geographer specializing in gen-
der and development.  Dr. Aladuwaka earned her masters degree in International Development 
from America University, Washington, D.C, in December 1995 as a Fulbright scholar. She is ex-
tensively involved in research activities in Sri Lanka and is the  Assistant Director Researcher at 
the International Center for Ethnic Studies in Kandy, Sri Lanka. She joins us as a Visiting 
Scholar at the Asian Studies Program and Global Gender Studies at UB. Dr. Aladuwaka will be 
teaching WS204, òWomen and Contemporary Asiaó (WS 204)  and òWomen in the Global Sys-
temó( WS 205).    

  
 

DONõT FORGET !  
Asian Studies Picnic 
at Lincoln Town Park 
on Parker Blvd, Town 
of Tonawanda, Sept 6  
1ð 4 pm  


